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Maggie’s current work is on projects sponsored by DOE’s Office of Biomass 
Production (OBP) and Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy (EERE). These 
projects and current activities focus on assessment and scientific discovery 
needed to improve natural resources management associated with persistent 
bioenergy feedstock production while meeting demands for other ecological 
services, and interactions with a changing climate. The activities are supervised 

by Keith Kline of the Global Change and Developing Countries Program and are aligned with the strategic 
objectives of the Environmental Sciences Division (particularly the Center for BioEnergy Sustainability (CBES) and 
the Climate Change Science Institute (CCSI)) at ORNL.  
 
Davis received her BA in Economics and Geography in 2007 and her MS in Forestry Wildlife and Fisheries 
Sciences in 2011 from the University of Tennessee.  Maggie spent one year in Brazil while completing her thesis 
research in Forest Economics and International Development which focused on the Brazilian forest code and 
environmental regulations, land-use change, biodiversity, and economic development through sustainable 
eucalyptus production with small-scale forestry operations in rural Minas Gerais, Brazil.  She learned Portuguese 
in preparation for this research and refined her language skills while working and living in rural areas of Brazil.  
Davis attended the Universidade Federal de Viçosa and studied Forest Economics as part of this research, which 
was funded by Rotary International through an Ambassadorial Research Scholarship.  Her research interests lie 
in the field of forest and agricultural economics and the establishment of biofuels industries that support local 
economies and improve energy security. 
  
At ORNL, Davis is responsible for coordination of all ORNL contributions to the Brazil Collaborations on 
Sustainable Production Pathways and Land-Use Change (LUC) Analysis project and participation in residue and 
land potential/land use research tasks. This involves direct exchanges with counterparts in Brazil and 
collaboration with other bioenergy sustainability researchers from the U.S.’s Department of Energy laboratories. 
In addition to participating in this and other research with CBES, Davis also actively participates in the 
International Standards and Global Issues Affecting Sustainability of Biofuels project. Research activities under 
this project have included: Serving as the official Secretariat for the Working Group (WG) 4 (“Indirect effects”) of 
the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) Project Committee 248 (“Sustainability criteria for 
bioenergy”) and as an official US delegate to the International Plenary at Argonne National Lab for ISO PC248 
(April 16-20, 2012).  Additionally, acting as a contributing expert to the development of the draft standard, Davis 
has aided in defining and refining criteria and measurable indicators of sustainability for Social, Environmental, 
& Economic sections of the draft standard.  
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